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ACTS: The Jupiter missile which is being removed irom 


superseded by the Polaris, which is 2 more modern, 
less vulnerable and more mocile weapons syst2m. 

As to deactivation of B-+7s, the Defense Department 
has announced that the scheduled reduction οὗ the 5-4 
force began in 1959 with the introduction of iter continental 
missiles and higher performance bomber aircrait into 

the weapons inventory. The phase-out οἱ the 
medium bombers will continue gradually over the 
next several years. Secretary McNamara repocvtted 
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again before the Armed Services Committee in thi 
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attribute their facts tc refugee sources, indicating that 
the Soviet Union is using Cuba as a pase for submarine 
operations or is building submarine bases there. Can 
ou comment on this? 
FACTS In nis televised press conference on Feoruary ὃ; 


Mr. McNamara stated that we not only lack evidence of 
submarine bases in Cuba; we have positive evidence that 
there are none, Admirai Anderson, the Chief of Naval 
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Overations said in San Diego on 


br 


ebruary 8 that he believed 


that the Soviets planned to use Cuba as a submarine base 
but that our firm action last fall deterred them from so 
doing. He said that there is no evidence of Soviet sub- 


marine operati ons or construction of Soviet submarine 
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bases in Cuba, About seven Cuban ports have been 


mentioned in various press stories as Soviet submarine 


" bases, The fact is that the approaches to most of these 
LSet 
harbors are so shallow as to make them mocst unattractive 


for submarine ocerations, The strategic significance of 
the submariie is its ability for concealment. It would not 
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we would be able to detect them without difficulty. Aliso, all 


Ω 
a 
o' 
8) 
[9] 
tS 
Oo 
"ὶ 
ct 
ο) 
fv 
a 
υ) 
Q 
[9] 
< 
ᾧ 
" 
ῷ 
Ω 
fee 
i} 
ῷ 
[0 
Ω 
@ 
be 
μι 
et 
με 
<A 
on 
“<4 
iy) 
cq?) 
tH 
pee 
0) 
ry 
“t 
a) 
Ω 
[9] 
bea 
[4}] 
μι 
fi 
a] 
Ω 
ce) 
ν] 


> tells τ that there are no submarine facilities 


under construction in Cuba but also acts as 4 power: 
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stored in caves. Lhe MRBM which was in Cuba is 


approximately 00 feet Long without nose cone. The 


missiles transpcerter, «ith its towing bar and tractor, 
make up a vehicle approximazely 90 feet in length. 
Such a vehicle would require either reasonable good 


roads or level terrain in order to maneuver. No 


ple of supporting such a vehicle have been 
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found leading to caves in Cuba, and the terrain 
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for operating such venicles without roads. 


SUESTION: 


Since Secretary McNamara's press briefing on 
there has appeared to be a clamp down on news avout 
Cuba. Did you order such a clamp down? ‘Senator Jackson 
suggested on February 2 that the Defense Derartment issue 
a weekly report on Cuca. De you agree with this suggestion 
anc, if not, do you *eel such a report should not be issued? 
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Secretary McNemara in his Fepruery 4 sriefine indicated that 
he was going to extraordinery leneths, even to tossible 
degradation of our intelligence capabilities, in order to 
assure the public on an extremely important issue. Since 
that time we have foliowed our normal practice of not 
revealing classified intelligences information. Briefings 


such as Senator Jackson suggested could be carried out 


only if wa were to again reveal intelligence informaticn. 
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QUES TION: 


Reconnaissance flights were flown on September 
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On what basis did Admiral Dennison send out a message for 
the ship ANZOATEGUI to go to Puerto Rico? Was 0815 done 
at the reqaest of the Venezueleans? 

Admiral Dennison sent 4a message to the ship ANZOATEGUI 

to change course to Puerto Rico, which was the closest 

U. S. port. This message wes sent in response to 4 
message from the ANZOATEGUI, asking if their crew would 
be granted U. S. asylum, as had been offered by Cube. 

The message was not sent as a direct request by Venezuela 
but in the context of the original request of the 
Venezuelans to find the ship and stop it. 

The Pentagon has said and continues to say that Admiral 
Dennison sent his message to the ship in response to 
their message asking if they would be granted asylum 


in the United States. 


